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Rivenstar’s Annual Fall 

Callout 
There were actually two 

call-outs this year.  Two 

different dates were an-

nounced at the Baronial 

business meeting and at 

the Activities fairs.  So 

being nothing if not 

flexible, Rivenstar had 

one call-out on August 

27th and one on Septem-

ber 3rd.  Both events had 

quite good turnouts in 

terms of both barony 

members and those seek-

ing 

more information.  There were 

some great fighting demonstra-

tions on both the heavy and ra-

pier lists.  Rocky was on hand to 

write guests names in calligra-

phy.  Some of the Rivenstar 

Madrigali performed; including 

Carolyn who had only been to 

one practice meeting.  She sang 

beautifully! 

Duchess Zarina’s Final 

Voyage  
 

by His Grace Moon-

wulf Starkaadhers-

son  

Duchess Zarina 

Daeth (aka Lucinda 

Seaman), twice 

Queen of the Middle Kingdom and first Baroness 

of Rivenstar by 

courtesy, passed 

away on July 24 of 

this year due to com-

plications from ovar-

ian cancer.  She was 

a very early member 

in the Society for 

Creative Anachro-

nism’s Great Dark Horde and twice Queen of the 

Midrealm, alongside two complicated and some-

times difficult kings, Michael of Boarshaven and 

Moonwulf Starkaadhersson.  Zarina was also one 

of the first Midrealm Queens (if not its first) to 

don armor and fight in the Kingdom’s wars. 

 (Continued on Page 8) 
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Important information about this publication: 
This is the Sept., Oct. 2014 issue of the RivenSTAR, a publication 
of the Barony of Rivenstar of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). The RivenSTAR is available from 
Marian Hryhorcova (Marion Miller) 3340 Morgan St. West 
Lafayette, IN  47906.  It is not a corporate publication of SCA, 
Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.  Copyright © 
2009 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on 
reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, 
please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting 
the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of 
our contributors. 
 
The RivenSTAR gratefully accepts submissions of articles and 
artwork. These must be copyright free and of interest to the SCA 
community. The editor reserves the right to edit material before 
publication due to content or space constraints. Artwork should 
be submitted in electronic format (gif or jpg files, please.)  Use 
simple fonts like Times New Roman or Arial for text 
submissions. Please e-mail artwork, text submissions, and 
corrections to the RivenSTAR editor Marian Hryhorcova, email: 
miller41@purdue.edu 
 
Credits:  A portion of the images in this publication are 
protected by U.S. and Worldwide Copyright laws, and are owned 
by Microsoft® Publisher 2000.  The Rivenstar shield was 
provided by Mistress Heirusalem Crystoma.  Pdf conversion 
provided by Warder Gallien Le Cavalier de l'Ile.  Officer badges 
can be found at the MK Chronicler’s website in the clip art 
section http://www.midrealm.org/chronicler/ 

Baron - Duke Moonwulf Starkaadhersson, 

Master of Arms, OP (Michael Longcor) 
 

Baroness - Countess Takaya Mereleone, OP (Vickie Poole) 

email: takaya@juno.com 
 

Seneschal - Lord Gallien de’Ilse 
 

Knight's Marshal - Lord Orentil 
 

Rapier Marshal - Lady Uaisle Malie Bean MhicAoid’ (Tammy E. 

Holwin) 

email:  thatcutefencer@gmail.com 
 

Archery Marshal - Lord Wilhelm of Rivenstar (Ryan Jones) 

email:  jonesra@purdue.edu (MIT) 

 
 

Equestrian Marshal - Baroness Takaya Mereleone (Vickie Poole) 

email:  takaya@juno.com 
 

Herald -  Lady Aurora Lucia Mariella 

Chronicler -  Lady Marian Hryhorcova (Marion Miller) 

email:  miller41@purdue.edu 
 

MoAS - Lady Olwen of Buckland (Sara Clark)  

email:  urthmomma@aol.com 
 

Chirurgeon -  Lady Danilla of Dacia (Dana Mosher)  

email: danajoym@gmail.com 
 

Exchequer - Lady Francoise Katz 
 

Chatelaine - Lady Marilynde of the Rocks (Mary Rusek) 

email: mary.rusek@swiftenterprises.com 
 

Web Minister - Yoshichi 
 

Dance Mistress - Position Open 
 

Medieval Society of Purdue President -  Bethie 

Officers of the Barony of Rivenstar 
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Mondays 
 

7:00 pm - Madrigal Choir Rehearsal 

 8:00 pm - Baronial Business Meetings  
 

Held in Stewart Center at Purdue 

See Baronial Calendar back page of this issue. 
 
 

Wednesdays 
 

8:00 pm - Heavy and Rapier Fighter Practice 
  

Held at the Purdue Armory on Campus (summer hours differ) 

Contact:   Uaisle Malie Bean MhicAoid’ (Tammy E. Holwin) 

email:  thatcutefencer@gmail.com 

 

Sundays 
3:00—5:00 PM— Dance Practice (on hiatus) 

Contact:   

email:   

 

Archery Practice  - Some Sundays, look for information on 

the RivenList 
 

More Activities! 
 

Equestrian Practices start in the Spring, weather permitting, 

and are usually held twice a month on Sunday afternoons 

from 1-4 pm. 

 

Sewing Circles occur at random times when they are needed.   

Regular Weekly Activities Info 



Meeting Notes: 

Monday, August 25, 2014 
Officer Reports:  Student Org—Bethie was not 

present but sent in her report via e-mail.  The 

BGR Activities Fair Call-out went well on Satur-

day.  There were lots of interested students but our 

Rivenstar call-out was mistakenly advertised for 

Wed. this week not next week.  She is also at-

tempting to set up a room schedule for next se-

mester.  Griffin showed the posters he made to 

advertise the SCA.  On the posters, call-out was 

advertised as being on 9/3.  So a vote was taken to 

have two call-outs.  That will be done.  Griffin has 

posted these posters in various places on campus 

and in various businesses around campus.  He is 

looking for a volunteer to keep posting them be-

cause of over-posting when all the other campus 

clubs start to hang their posters.  Griffin received 

an e-mail from PSUB Marketing which said to 

have the tables set up between 10 and 10:30 AM  

on Thurs. 8/28 for the all-campus activities fair in 

Academy Park from 11—2.  Bethie is expected to 

be there the whole time and is looking for others 

to participate.  Pieter and Rocky will also attend. 

Pieter also reported that last Saturday was a great 

turn out and that one singer, Carolyn, who was 

recruited at that fair, attended madrigal practice 

this evening.  He also noted that Aurora’s book-

marks were a real hit.   

Chatelaine—The Magna Charta group in Indian-

apolis is looking for a speaker.  Member of Riven-

star have done this several times and Rocky is 

looking for some help from the Indianapolis area.  

If you need garb or have some to trade in, see 

Rocky.  She also is looking to thin out the Gold 

Key holding a little by sharing with another group 

in need. 

Equestrian—Three horses and three people are 

going to Mounted War Games this weekend:  

Pieter, Takaya and Mikki. 

Madriagali—The choir began practice for the 

season today with a new member, Carolyn who 

came because of the activities fair.   There will be 

no practice next Mon. due to Labor Day. 

Seneschal—There will be no meeting next Mon-

day. 

Archery—Breanna reported that Quentin was 

pleased with his new axe.   

A&S—Aurora could not be present but sent notes 

that she’d like to get A&S classes together.  She will 

send a query to the Rivenlist and the face-book page. 

Baron—Moonwulf is choosing to divest himself of 

some stuff.  He has lots of leather scraps that people 

could use for pouches or straps available on a first 

come—first served basis.  Duchess Zarina memorial 

service will take place at dusk on Sept. 20th and Wulf 

is looking for some archers to help with the service. 

Exchequer—Francoise reported that no one has 

needed anything and that we are solvent.  There is a 

need to expand or replace some of the rapier loaner 

gear.  Some club funding and some baronial funds 

may be spent in this endeavor.  Mallie will soon do an 

inventory to assess needs and replacement needs.   

Baroness—Takaya asked everyone to participate in 

the call-outs and think ahead to Christmas Court 

Current Business:   Christmas Court—Rocky has 

not yet checked on St. Anne’s.  Breanna will look into 

St. Andrew’s.  Looking at Dec. 6th as a best date. 

Gallien proposed a look at the way other places plan 

events, as in individuals make proposals and “bid” for 

running the baronial event.   

Guilianna said that we could use Marriot Hall on Dec. 

13th for Christmas Court.  We will vote on this in 2 

weeks at the next meeting. 

Welcome to Lady Marina who came back to Riven-

star for a visit and dropping in on the business meet-

ing. 

Monday, Sept. 8, 2014 
Event Reports:  Gallien reported going to MKAOD 

this weekend.  It was held two weeks later than nor-

mal.  We have had two call-outs since we’ve last met.  

There are several new people playing now as a result 

of those call-outs.  Narissa took some of them on at 

the second call-out and gave them some experience.   

Pieter reported going to Harvest Days in Flaming 

Gryphon where the tournament of Chivalry was held.  

Pieter said that he was having a very good day until… 

Warder Vincent kicked his butt.  Two weeks ago the 

Rivenstar Lance rode they ROCKED.  Takaya, Pieter 

and Mikki went to Mounted War Games.   Mikki  
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Equestrian—There will be one more practice this 

season on this coming Sunday because of a request 

from a Lafayette Firefighter on behalf of her 

daughter.  So 6 PM Sunday will be the last practice 

before the winter hiatus. 

Madrigali – They are starting Christmas Court 

practice and it went well.   

Baron—Wulf announced that he needs archers 

who can shoot flaming arrows for Zarina’s memo-

rial service.  Flaming arrows are a bad idea for hit-

ting the boat but he’d like a flight of flaming ar-

rows (to nearly miss the boat) as per Zarina’s re-

quest.  Wulf is looking for a Captain of Archers to 

lead it, Gallien volunteered.  He also is looking for 

someone to videotape the event for those who are 

not able to attend.  He said that he’d officiate the 

event. 

Current Business:  Christmas Court—Rocky 

will chicken on St. Anne’s and email the Rivenlist.  

We already have Marriot Hall for 12/13 but that is 

not an ideal date.   Baronial report—the semi-

annual Baron and Baroness report is due to Crown 

soon.  Three Saints—Oct 2015 is the 40th Anni-

versary of the Barony of Rivenstar.  Looking for 

ideas for Three Saints this year.   

Other Business:  Francoise brought back some 

pottery items from Zarina’s when they helped clean 

up her things.  These items are available for pur-

chase and should be linked to the Rivenstar page.  

They will also be at the memorial.  Any monies 

collected will help with Zarina’s final expenses.  

The Feast of the Hunter’s Moon is in 4 weeks—it is 

a great place to make some purchases.   

Monday, September 15, 2014 

Event Reports:  MKAOD—Gallien and Pieter at-

tended.  Gallien taught a class on experimenting 

with tested techniques using the eight attendees in 

various arrangements.  There was a lengthy Court 

at which four Pelicans were elevated.  Wednesday 

company received a Purple Fretty for all its assis-

tance at Pennsic.  The Scribes were recognized for 

their service as “combat scribes” during Pennsic 

and received a royal augmentation of arms in the 

form of a Royal Gold Quill in Flame. 

found her niche playing Buzkashi, a rugby type game 

played with a stuffed goat-like FIFI the sheep.  She 

surprised the other team by riding around on the out-

side and ripping the goat away from them.  It is all 

captured on video and posted on Facebook.  Look for 

Leopold–o-Lastre.  There was also a challenge 

course to test riding skill which Pieter won.  Takaya 

stole the show with Puszki at Court.  His Highness 

asked for entertainment.  Takaya asked Puszki to 

bow to the Queen.  He went down on one knee be-

fore the crown.  They played the traditional SCA 

games as well.  During Tip-it-Tag, Mikki collided 

skull first with a mule.  Ouch!  Winchester, Mikki’s 

horse was noted to be the best outfitted.  Many 

thanks go to Lady Aurora.  Puszki was chosen to the 

King’s stable and Winchester was chosen to the 

Queen’s stable so Rivenstar made a full sweep.  

Noted that at Court, Their Majesties announced that 

Shadowed Stars will no longer be a shire but now is a 

barony.   

Officer Reports:  Seneschal—Gallien noted that his 

report was sent in and accepted. 

Chronicler—nothing to report 

Chatelaine—Rocky printed the medieval patterns 

book that Virnin sent a link for on the Rivenlist.  

Arabella gets first dibs on borrowing it.  As always, 

if you need garb or wish to donate garb, get in touch 

with Rocky.  She is looking to get together to collect 

and donate garb to another group.  She is also still 

looking for someone to speak to the Magna Charta 

group in Indy in October.  Also, Monday afternoon 

Oct 6th is the annual Walnut Elementary School ren-

aissance fair in La Doga.  If anyone is interested in 

presenting at it please contact Rocky.  It is the Mon-

day after the Fischer’s Renaissance faire.   

Student Org.—Bethie has had email confirmation for 

the rooms for the rest of the semester.  We will be 

meeting in 320 STEW for three more weeks then 

moving to 214 STEW.  She sent out 28 invites to 

joint the organization.   

Exchequer—we still have funds 

Archery—There was practice on Sunday with three 

people attending but none on Thurs due to rain.   

Looking forward to next Thurs.  Noted that an Offi-

cial Archery Marshal is needed at some point in the 

future.   
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Lady Narissa was given a Purple Fret for being Ex-

emplar to Rapier (she championed MK1K).  There 

was a moderately large amount of fencing available.  

Warder Cecil has been cleaning Pieter’s clock for 

several years now.  He told Pieter just how he beat 

him.  Pieter later acted on the information and it 

worked! 

Other Events:  There was flaming arrow archery 

practice for Zarina’s memorial.  Also a riding prac-

tice for 1 visitor who was sent to Rivenstar by 

Janusz and Leonie.   

Officers Reports:  Seneschal—the quarterly report 

is in and was accepted.   

Chronicler—nothing to report 

Equestrian—Practice will be held again on Sunday 

at 1PM if the weather holds.  There have been two 

other requests for equestrian practices:  one from the 

King and 1 from Savaric who though he lives three 

hours away, would like to participate.  They are 

looking to put together a Facebook page for the 

equestrian group. 

Madrigali—They are singing again.  Getting ready 

for Christmas Court 

Archery—Catriona is looking to purchase more 

archery equipment.  There will be one more Flaming 

Arrow practice this Thurs. at 6 PM 

Webminister—Catriona will take over as webmin-

ister from Yoshichi. 

Student Org.—Bethie has the student org presi-

dent’s workshop tomorrow so we’ll be all squared 

away with Purdue at that time.  

Chatelaine— Rocky is still looking for a volunteer 

to talk with the Magna Charta group.  If you need 

garb or have any to turn in, contact Rocky.  There is 

also an upcoming demo opportunity at the Walnut 

Elementary School renaissance faire on Oct 6th if 

anyone is interested. 

Exchequer—we are still solvent  

A&S—Aurora sent in her report—go out, do things 

and let Aurora know.  The first sewing meeting 

went well with 4 attendees including one newbie.  

Aurora said she’d like to make mead, cordial etc. 

and is looking for someone to teach that and other 

classes.   

Baroness—Takaya said she’s happy to be at meet- 

ing again!  She will send Wulf the information he 

needs to put in the Baronial report which is due on 

Sat. and it is his turn (hint, hint).   

Baron—Wulf announced that he is ready to do the 

report.  He was musing whether or not he and Ta-

kaya were still Baron and Baroness because the 

election results have been so long in coming (nice 

try, Wulf).   

Current Business:  Christmas Court—The Baron 

and Baroness have confirmed that they both have a 

conflict for Dec. 13 so the event will need to be held 

on Dec. 6th.  Rocky said that St. Anne’s is available.  

We will take it!  Thanks for securing the site, 

Rocky.   

Three Saints—The stone for a 40th anniversary is 

ruby so we might incorporate that in somewhere.  

Takaya suggested a redux of past feasts with one 

course from the 10th anniversary, one from the 20th 

and the 30th and finally something new for the 40th.  

Pork and Apple Pie was mentioned.  The actual an-

niversary date is Oct. 25th.  We may choose to have 

a 40th celebration for the Barony as well as the offi-

cial celebration at 3 Saints.  Are there any site sug-

gestions?  If you suggest a site and theme this does 

not mean that you are automatically the autocrat.  

Catriona will look into Exploration Acres.  Easter is 

April 4/5 weekend and will be avoided if possible.  

One option is that we might use campus with vari-

ous buildings involved.   

Other Business:  Zarina’s memorial—The boat 

will be ready and Wulf will bring it out to Pieter’s at 

2PM on Sat.  The day is to be 78 degrees and sunny.  

Wulf is still looking for someone to videotape the 

memorial.  Gallien volunteered his camera.  Anyone 

willing to bring and help set up food and drinks is 

welcome to do so.  It would be nice if the archers 

were in garb.  The service is set to begin at 7 (dusk) 

but people will start showing up at 5 PM.  Wulf will 

have a sound system and there are one or two slide 

shows in the works.   

Other Other Business:  Gallien had a thought that a 

petition for the sanctification of another worthy indi-

vidual might go forth.  Thor Bjorn (though he isn’t a 

member of Rivenstar).  There is a reliquary and the 

stories get bigger.  He may be slated for sainthood. 
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Monday, September 22, 2014 

Event Reports:  There was riding practice on Sun-

day but Mikki is not here for Pieter to brag to.  Pieter 

was on Shadow and they are becoming more in-tune, 

not as one yet, but better.   

Officer Reports:  Equestrian—there was riding on 

Sunday and Takaya was not bucked off.   

Archery—There was no practice on Sunday due to 

the wind but on Thurs. there was practice with flam-

ing arrows.  They practiced CLOUT, which is shoot-

ing an arrow up and over to put it inside a castle or to 

come down on top of a target.  They used a hula-

hoop target and Nan put one in.  They all hit the boat 

and missed the water.  There will still be two prac-

tices this week. 

Madrigali—They are at a critical passage of the 

Boar’s Head Carol and only7 if they sing it well can 

it be performed for Christmas Court. 

Exchequer—Rivenstar sent the executer of Lucy’s 

(Zarina) estate home with $200 but still didn’t move 

enough stuff.  If you are interested in any of the pot-

tery items contact Wulf and ‘Coise. 

Chirurgeon—Kingdom Chirurgeon Dani said that 

there are lots of questions coming in on the status of 

that office.  

Chronicler—no publication just now 

Chatelaine—if you need garb or have garb to do-

nate, contact Rocky.  She sill needs someone to talk 

to the Magna Charta group and remember that the 

LaDoga area Walnut Elementary School renaissance 

faire is coming up soon.  The Feast of the Hunter’s 

Moon has school days coming up on Oct. 2 & 3 so if 

you can help with that, see Rocky as well. 

Herald—Drake sent in a note asking that if you need 

a name or device, please contact him. 

A&S—Aurora sent in a note saying Do Things.  

Wulf made a pretty awesome Viking ship for Za-

rina’s memorial.  The way it burned was truly period.   

Baroness—Takaya wants to know when the Hallow-

een party will be? 

Baron—Halloween is on Friday this year.  ‘Coise 

said that they will be at home.  So it looks like the 

Halloween party will be on Fri., Oct. 31st.   

Current Business:  Three Saints—Rocky put forth 

the notion for a theme of Three Saints and a Winged 

Hussar.  Does anyone have an event location idea? 

We need to try to nail down the ideas and date for 

the spring event site.  

Christmas Court—Will be at St. Anne’s on Dec. 

6th.  The Baroness was asking about looking into 

the Wesley foundation on campus as another possi-

ble site for Christmas Court just to be on or near 

campus.   

Other Business:  Proposal—Aurora proposed to 

do an activity every other week at meeting to en-

courage people, especially new people to attend 

meetings.  Catriona has the paperwork for the offi-

cer change for webminister. 

Parking Lot Business:  Duchess Zarina’s memo-

rial—Wulf put on a good show.  There was lots of 

good symbolism.  The boat burned spectacularly.  

The storm that evening was spectacular and 

showed Thor’s approval.  The music was great too.  

Everyone seemed to get something out of it in a 

positive way.  Nearly everyone who attended put 

something into the wake as well.  The Art Guild 

had no clue that she was in the SCA or that she was 

a belly dancer.  Many guests were astounded at the 

many sides of Lucy.  She was a strong presence in 

many areas.  Wulf thanked everyone for the part 

they played.   

Monday, October 13, 2014 

Officer Reports:  Seneschal—Warder Don Adam 

Carmichael was the most recent recipient of Thor 

Bjorn’s Favor and it is now in its third generation.  

The names of those who wore the favor have been 

transferred to each generation in turn and now it 

needs to be re-sewn again.  Gallien would like to 

see something with more longevity like perhaps a 

bound book with Thor Bjorn’s likeness on the front 

and a page in it for each recipient rather than to 

keep replacing the Favor again and again in its en-

tirety.   

Archery—No one showed up on Sunday.  There 

was some miscommunication in the start time be-

tween 2 and 4 PM.  Sewing at Aurora’s goes until 3 

or 4 PM so archery needs to start later, after sewing 

is over.   

Marshal—The idea of purchasing loaner armor 

with money from the student group is at an impasse  
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as to who will purchase the gear and what will be  

purchased.  Discussion on what needs to be pur-

chased is needed.  Gallien will get involved as the 

student advisor and carry the project forward. 

Madrigali—There was practice tonight and 3 peo-

ple sang. 

Exchequer—Francoise said that yes, we can use 

Baronial funds for new loaner gear purchases but it 

involves keeping an inventory and keeping track of 

the items, thus paperwork.  Loaner gear gets washed 

about once a month and febreeze is used on it at 

other times.   

Webminister—Gallien asked if anyone has gone to 

the website lately to offer suggestions for Catriona 

things to work on. 

Chatelaine—there was a demo at the LaDoga Wal-

nut Elementary School.  Lots of fun.  Pieter, Nan 

and Rocky attended. 

Event Report:  Sigulf and Guilianna went to Ren-

dezvous at the Bridge last weekend.  There were 35 

–40 heavy fighters, a good A&S exhibit, great tour-

ney prize (stained glass by Kirsten) and a really 

good feast.  It rained a little but not enough to inter-

fere with the event.   

Other Business:  The BEAVER is BACK.  He was 

stalking Pieter this week.  

Monday, October 20, 2014 

Event Report:  Wulf and ‘Coise went to Crown.  

We have a new but experienced Prince and Princess.  

Ragnvaldr defeated Ix in the finals.  There were not 

one but two points of honor given.  Both finalists are 

members of the Bronze Ring.  “It was an enjoyable 

Crown to watch,” to quote Wulf.  Feast was a tappas 

style meal.   

Officer Reports:  Exchequer—’Coise saw some 

discussion on purchasing new fighting equipment.  

There are now 3 to 5 undergrads showing up regu-

larly for heavy practice and 3 to 5 new fencers as 

well. 

Archery—There was practice on Sunday but it was 

too wet on Thurs.  They tried something new; using 

the pull position that is shown in the movie Avatar.  

They all hooked to the left and it was deemed a not 

very successful experiment.  A discussion on the use 

of and different types of Japanese thumb rings fol-

lowed.   

Equestrian—There was a visitor from Sternfeld 

this week to inspect Rivenstar’s games and equip-

ment to put a bid in for the same types of equipment 

there. 

Chronicler—Nothing to report 

Seneschal—Narissa and Don Adam have donated 

gorgets and ‘Coise donated gloves to the loaner gear 

for fencing.  Looking to order 4 modern fencing 

jackets and two bolts of linen for crafting garb.   

Student Org.—Bethie is looking to republish the 

room schedules. 

Madrigali—Tonight’s rehearsal was well attended 

and pretty good. 

Current Business:  The annual Baronial Halloween 

Pun Party will be held on Friday, Oct 31st beginning 

at 7 PM at the Baron’s house.  The earliest the judg-

ing will take place is about 9 PM.   

Christmas Court will probably start at 2 PM this 

year.   

There was also a discussion to have activities after 

meeting but since meeting doesn’t end until 9 PM, 

the activities would probably be too late for most 

people.   

Help your struggling 

Chronicler fill these pages!  
Please send any news, research, po-

etry, stories, thoughts, musings, 

song lyrics (get the idea?) to:  

Marian Hryhorcova 

miller41@purdue.edu 

 

or even easier—attend the business 

meetings and talk about what 

you’ve been doing.   

Marian will take notes! 



Viking Memorial Continued 

Among other details of her adventur-

ous life as Lucy Seaman, she worked as a 

personal assistant to groundbreaking science 

fiction author Harlan Ellison and was the 

first female ever to work as a member of the 

ground crew for the Goodyear blimp.  Lucy 

used her blimp experiences to write and sell a torrid romance novel, 

“Walking On Air,” using the pen name of Michele Robbe.  She also flew 

aboard the Concorde, the world’s first supersonic passenger transport.   She 

had dozens of unlikely adventures in the SCA, Fandom, and life, and she 

was a dab hand with a bullwhip.  

 Her wish was to be cremated, but not in the 

usual way.  On September 20 a sunset wake 

was held at Huis van Doorn, and per Her 

Grace’s wishes, her ashes were loaded aboard 

a detailed, five-foot long replica of a Viking 

longship built by our baron, Duke Master 

Moonwulf, placed in the pond and set afire by 

our baroness, Countess Takaya, and pushed 

gently out for Zarina’s last voyage.  Also on 

board the ship were small amounts of ashes of two of her close friends April 

Graham and Glenalee Adams (known within the SCA as Kirkira Anastasia 

Tamarina or “Kira”).  Kira passed away on May 30 of last year, also due to 

complications from cancer. 

 A contingent of Rivenstar archers loosed a salute of flaming arrows, 

and as the ship blazed up music requested by Zarina was played.  The ship 

burned for a half-hour, despite the appearance of a sudden thunder 

storm.  After it burned to the waterline, the gutted hull capsized and released 

her ashes into the water, fittingly accompanied  by a peal of thunder.  

 After the ship burning, everyone repaired to the van Doorn great 

room for food, drink, song and sharing of memories.  Folk attending included friends and colleagues of 

Zarina from several different communities, including SCA, Science Fiction Fandom, and Art.  It was an 

event marked by both tears and laughter, but was memorable for all, and a fitting sendoff for a grand lady. 
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Some 

 

 

Pennsic 

 

 

Camp 

 

 

Life 

 

 

Photos 

 

 

All photos in this 

issue are courtesy of 

John Skinner.  Many 

thanks from your 

Chronicler! 
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More Call-out 

Photos 

Nice Things are Happening All the Time 
“What (do) you like the most about your group, whether on a canton/baronial/kingdom level”.  This was 

the question posed on Facebook in early October.  Andrew is one of the new fencers who started training 

with Rivenstar this fall.  His eloquent answer follows: 

 “I’m completely new to my group, the Barony of Rivenstar in the Midrealm, and to the SCA—so 

this answer is from the perspective of a new recruit. 

 

I have been completely and overwhelmingly amazed each week at the generosity and welcoming spirit of 

every member. 

 

Every single practice or event I’ve attended in the last month and a half, 

there have been more hands outstretched in kindness than I can count.  Each 

week, the entire membership happily and freely offers up their time for in-

struction and education—enabling the fun for myself and the other new 

members rather than spending their practice time on their own projects or 

practice. 

 

Each week, the entire membership have offered up their own garb and gear 

as loaner equipment—sometimes even sitting out themselves to allow a new 

person the equipment needed to participate.   

 

Each week, the entire membership has been friendly, welcoming, happy and inclusive—I have  never felt 

that I was less welcome than the Baron or Seneschal themselves, never felt marginalized. 

 

My wife watched the same demo I did, and felt no excitement or interest—had no desire to join the SCA.  

But the level of effort and kindness so freely given to a new member is so high that, upon hearing so many 

stories about the awesome spirit of this group, she has come along to several practices and is now excit-

edly joining in—learning to make garb and choosing her name.   

 

When I saw a demonstration on the local campus, I was interested in the SCA.  When I met the members 

of the Barony of Rivenstar, I was home in the SCA.” 

When I met the 

members of the 

Barony of Riven-

star, I was home 

in the SCA. 



The Baron’s Annual Halloween Pun Party 

The Rivenstar an- nual pun party 

was held on Hal- loween night at 

the baron’s home.  The puns were 

corny to bad as usual.  Nan had a 

drawing pun, several others had acting puns.  Gallien got more mileage from the monk 

garb with his rendition of a chip-monk.  Prizes were awarded.  Food was con-

sumed and the Baron played his banjo.  Fun was had by all.  Thanks Wulf and ‘Coise.  
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Christmas Court is Coming! 

 

Saturday, December 6th 

 

St. Anne’s Memorial Center 

 

2nd Street, Lafayette 

 

Site opens at 10 AM, Carry-in Feast at 2 PM, Court at 

4 PM, site closes at 8 PM 

 

Come early for Arts and Science  

activities 

Stay late for Dancing and fun 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 Armored practice 

Purdue Armory 8 
PM 

2 3 
 

4 

5 
 

6 Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 214  

7 8 Armored practice 
Purdue Armory 8 
PM 

9 10 11 

12 13Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 214  

14 15 Armored prac-
tice Purdue Armory 
8 PM 

16 17 18 

19 20 Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 214  

21 22 Armored prac-
tice Purdue Armory 
8 PM 

23 24 25 

26 27  Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 214  

28 29 Armored prac-
tice Purdue Armory 
8 PM 

30 31  Baron’s An-
nual Pun Party 
for  Halloween 
7 PM  

Nov 1 

October 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Nov 2 3 Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 214  

4 5 Armored practice 
Purdue Armory 8 
PM 

6 7 8 

9 10 Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 214  

11 12 Armored prac-
tice Purdue Armory 
8 PM 

13 14 15 

16 17 Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 214  

18 19 Armored prac-
tice Purdue Armory 
8 PM 

20 21 22 

23 24 Madrigals (7)
Business mtg. (8) 
STEW 319 

25 26 No Armored 
Practice 

27 Thanksgiving 28 
 

29 

30 Dec 1 Madrigals 
(7)Business mtg. 
(8) STEW 319 

2 3Armored practice 
Purdue Armory 8 
PM 

4 5 6  Christmas 
Court 2 PM St. 
Ann’s 

November 2014 

Page 12 

 The RivenSTAR  Monthly Volume 12, Issue 5 Sept., Oct., 2014 


